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 TYTHES, 


; In an Account of the great Spoil and Ra: 
| | pine committed by the Biſhop of Cheſter's 

| 

| 


Tythe- Farmer at Cartmell in Lanceſbire 4 upon 
1 the People there called 9wakers, in the 
Saris years 1677 and i 1678. 


| 4 Ga ol Katy ACTING Bs 
| Bf, Asan Informer upon the AQ againſt Conventicles,fos which _ 
his Witneſſes Rand indited for Perjury. 
| Secondly, By Suits in Inferiour _ < = Thebes ) contrary to 

| þ Law. IA Et:.4 FN +£R... ; 
Fi | 7 p® 


*_ —___— 


Prov. 1. Afy wa they ſay, Let us Iurkprivily for the Innocent 
Without Cauſe—we ſhall all find precioua Subſtance, we ſhall fil 
ay Henſes with Spoil. IMySon, walk not thou in the Way with 
t en * - 

Miatth.10. 32. Whoſcever ſhall confeſs me before Men, him will 1 
confeſs —_ before my Father which # in Heaven. 


Printed in the Year 1678. 
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Confederate Reader, 5 T8 ke 

'A S Perfecution has been the Lot of Innocency 

in all Ages, expeA-not leſs zachis our Age, bur: 
the like Treatment frem' irs Adverſarics. We read 
notthat the Fews outward had more Reverence for the | 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt and his Followers, thea had the 
Heathens: It was the For inward that followed Chriſt, 
when the 7ew outward ſeverely perſecuted him and his 


Diſciples. Parallel tothe Ape we live in, wherethe 
Outſide or Legal' Chriftiax perſeentes the Inward and 
Real Chriſtian. * And great: Care and Induſtry is taken 
by Profcflors with Prophane to ſecure their Immorali-. 
ties, whilſt they extend their nttermoſt Endeayours 
againſt all Sobriety, yea, to Ruin their Neighbours, 


whom they ought to Love, breaking all Bonds of Law, 
Equity and Reaſon, ia ſpoiling tkem without Mercy. 
Its not unknown, that men may live as Debauched 
and Prophanely as they will, have Drunken Afſem- 
blies or Conyenrticles, and, no Informers to proſecute, 
no Juſtice toe make out Warrants for ſuppreſſion there- 
of, no Conſtables or other Officers to ſpoil them of 
_ their Goods, rheſe.may live without Paniſhment to 
ſpend their Eſtates Luxuxiouſly , whilſt their ſcber 
Neighbours for Worſhipping of God ſhall be left with- 


out Herd in the Stall, Bed tolie upon, Conveniencies - - 


for Food or Life, But we ſay, for all this: our God is. 
gracious, andought to be feared and worſhipped ; he 
gives, and hetake away, blefied be his N: me; and 
itisin Mercy to his, which endures forever. And of 
their Adverſaries Cruelty there will be an End in his. , 
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gue timeand m the Lord will 
be bitter and miſcrable, "unleſs they be reconciled by 
rrne and timely Repentance, which. is the Deſire of 
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| the Hearts 6f the Upright, who truly love their Ene- 
- mics,” and ſuch who uſe them deſpightfully, as was-the 


Dorine of our Lotd and Maſter whilſt here on Earth. 


- This ſmall Tract is of the late Sufferings and Perſe- 
cutions of the Pcople of God called 9 uakers in the 
Pariſh of Cortmet in Laneaſbire, partly for Tythes to the 
Biſhop of Cheſter, and upon the AR againſt Couventi- 


cles, by Proſecution of the Biſhop's Farmers of his 


Tythes there; the Manner, Natere and Kind of which 


patticularly follows. | 
Faremel. 
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: Chriſtians Teſtimony ; 


- out in great Rage and Wrath againſt 


TYTHES 


HE Biſhop of Chefer claiming the Tythes of the Pa- 
i ; giſh of Cartmell in the County of Lancaſter (as belong- 


ing to the gain of his Quarter) lets the ſame (as the : 


Prieſts do the Cure of Souls to their Sub-Curates) to farm, un- 
to one Thomas Preſton the elder of Holker, within the ſaid Pa- 
riſh of Cartmel, And there being ſeveral of the People of God 
call'd Coors within that Pariſh,. who never bad nor received 
ought of Spiritvals from the faid Biſhop or his Farmer, refus'd 
to put into their Mouthes, fo that for ſeveral years laſt paſt the 
Biſhops Farmer has preſented them in the King's Courts at Weft- 
winfterand County Court,” whereby many ſuffered tedious Im- 

Hoaments, fpeil of their Goods, and. much wafte by bis Pro= 

cutions. . | 

Thomas Proefton the younger of the fame place tenewing the 
Leaſe of the Biſhop, moſt generally commenced Suits for his 
Tythes in the Court Barron of Cartmmell.. But in or about the 
$th moneth called 7ly, 1677. the faid Court proceeding inthe 
Suits commenced there. and pretending to hold Pleas, and to 


determine Cafes for Tythes,' the Defendents demur'd to the Ju- - Ke 
 riſdiRtionofthe aid Court, as beiag not capable by Law to hold = 


Pleas, os todetermine any fuch Cauſes (as in Truth by Law u is 
Rot, nor can) upon which T.Prefoy being ſtopt in his Suits, brake: 
the Defendents, threat- 


nag theix Ruin, as after he attempted = 
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And for ſome time conſult Johat courſe he ſhould take, 
adviſed with Fohn Armſtrong the Pariſh Prieft (who confeſſed in 


diſcourſe, that ke advited the faid T. Prefer tolet uploformers,. 


againſt the ſaid People upon the At made for lupprefling Conven- 
ticles, and to get his Tythes out of the Goods which might be 
- taken upon that AR, and to put this in Execution. 

Upon the 7th day of the 8th Moneth, 1677. beinz the firſt 
day of the Week, thefaid The. Prefton ſent two Informers, viz. 
one George Rigg his Tythe gatierer; a man of go good repute, 
(an Indictment for Perjury being {ince found and depending a- 
Sainſt him) and one Faw. Stones ai5 near Neighbour, to an Al- 
tembly of the ſaid People at Herzhr inthe faid County there met 
together to wait upon God; and Worſhip himin Spirit and 
Truth, ina pzaceabie manner, as their manner-is3and the In- 
formers taking nctice of the, Perſons there, in a thort time came 
alfo the faid T homas Prefon on Horle-back : and the ſaid Aﬀem- 
bly breaking up at their uſual time, and as they were peaceably 
departing, The. Preflex call'd out to the formoſt, Where « that 
Rogne that Preacher ? Ile take a courſe with him? And where us 
that-Tho. Atkinſon char o/d Kogme of all Rogues? This and ſuch, 
like was the Language he then. uſed againſt an ancient grave 
Perfon of Seventy three Years of Age, a Man oof good Conver- 
fation eſteemed, and ſerviceable amongſt his Neighbours to this 
very day. | 

When he had thus expreſt himſelf, he told them further, Tas 
hits buſineſs was to acquairit them, That incaſe they would ſubmit: 
ro the Furiſaiftion of Caxtmell Court, as they had done formerty, 
and let bam rYEC@UEr bis T ythes it ſhould ve well, but if wet, he” 
would Perſecute them ſo, that he would rout thew.out, Koot and” 
Branch, Foundation and Generation ;, ana would pull down their. 
Houſe over their Heads, and trail. them 11 Carts. _ Thus, , with. 
mech more of ſuch inhuman and ihſulting, Expreſſions, vented he; 
inhis fory ta the whole Aſſembly then. come: aut; and paſſing: 
from their Meeting place.” ,* - ».,.. Lb 5 4. 

* Theſe propoſitions attended with fuch Threats and Menace- 
ings had ſo ſmall effe& that he/had no anſwer to Hhisdefire. For 
they being ſatisfied in Conſcience, that they ought, rather bo. Ont 
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ended that Prieſthood that had Commiffionto take the Tythes of 
their Brethren the'Fews, which offered Sacrifices for the People, 
and for that they had Tythes, having no other portion allotted. 
But Chriſt wlio is our Teacher, our high Prieſt and Law-giver, 
we cannot deny in maintaining a Tythe Prieſt and Hireling, who 
ſtands in oppoſition to him : And alfo knowing that fuch Inferi-. 
our Courts ought-not to try or hold Juriidiction of any caſe of 
Tythes they refuſed td comply with him. 

Thereuyon this T ho. Preſton with his two Informers, G. Rigg 
and E. Stones Swear the Fa, and procure a Conviction from one 
Aryles Polding a Juſtice of Paace, and Brother in Law to the 
fa'dT. Preſton, who iſſued out his Warrant for Diſtreſs, dated 
the 1 8th of the 8th Mon. 1677. 

In which Warrant 5 ſaid, thirty five Perſons duly Convicted, 
of which four of them were not at orinthe Meeting that day ; 
two whereof being far diſtant in another County, the third two | 
Miles diſtant thence, and the fourth at home with her young 
Child, of which ſhe was lately delivered. 

And as prejury in general excuſes not from other Sin, fo the 
falſe Swearing of theſe Informers yo wayes prohibited their after 
Cruclty.: But upon the yery next day, 'viz. the 19th of the 
ſame Monecth came this T. Prefon the Tythe Farmer, Geo. Rigg 
the Informer accompanied with Ro. Atkinſon chief Conftable 
(aud a Civil perſon) together with Wilzam Askew and Fo. Bar- 
wick ſab Conſtables into the Ficld where Francis Fleming was at 
work, and demanding 201. for himſelf as a Preacher, and g s. 
for his Wife (notwithſtanding ſhe was abfant from the Meet- 
ing that day for which ſhe was Convicted) Diſtrained, took 
and drove away from him his two Cows, which was all he had, 
they having coſt him near 9 1. but alittle before. 

The. Preſto; the Maſter of this work not contented with what 
he had got, although all, told the ſaid Francis, thatif hehad had 
forty Cows more be would not leave him one; And faid further, 
That if he would not ſubmit, to let him recover his Tythes in 
Cartmell Court, he hada ſecond Information againft him for a 
Fipc of 401. for Preaching, and1y 5+ for his Wife; and he would 
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and would bring others into thelr Land which 


by vertue of the ſame Warrant took and diſtrained from him, 
bne Stear worth near 31. Andafter took from him one other 
Stear and nine Sheep whick in all came to the vallue of 71. or 
thereabouts. ny 

The faid T. Preſton accompanied with Ro. Arksnſon and w. 
Azkezw, by vertue of the ſame Warrant came to T. Arkinſon and 
demanding 5 s. took for the ſame one Cow, which he had ſold 
' butafewdayes before for 21. 12 s. 6 d. The Cow being fold be- 
fore, and the Warrant being but for 5 s. Ko. Atkinſon feteht 
Goods out of the Houle for the fame, but T. Preſton denyed 
to take them, but with violence took away the Cow for the. 


n This Tho. Preſton ſtill purſued his work, and with his Officers. 
took and diſtrained from Fohn Barrow for a Fine of 10s. one 
{mall Gelding and ſeveral Houſe-hold Goods to the vallue of 3 1. 
or tiereabouts. | 

They alfo by vertue and colour of the ſame Warrant took a- 
away and diſtrained from George Barrow for a fine of 5s. one 
Stirk, Sheep and Houſhold Goods te the valluc of 11. 16s. or 
thereabouts. | ph 

They alſe diftrained and took away from Richard Britton for 
a fine of 10s. one Stirk and three fat Sheep of the vallue of 1 1. 
1G s. or thereabouts. moe 

They alſo diſtrained and took away from Robert Dixon for a 
fine of 5 s. one Mare anda Bed covering, of the vallue of 41. 

They alſo took away from fobn Garnet (who yas not at the 
Meeting for which he was-Convicted) for a fine of 5 5. one 
Coat of-the vallue of 13s. 4 d. or thereabouts. 

They” alſo took away from Wiliam Pull for a fine of 55. 
Sheep to the vallue of 11. or thercabouts. Th | 
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They alſo diftrained and took away from fo. Shevp for the like 
fine of 5's. one Steer of the yallue of ferty Shillings, er there- 
abouts. 

The Names of the ſeveral Officers who were aQve or con- 
cerned themſelves herein, were theſe, viz. Robert Athinſon 
chicf Conſtable; John Pull, Wiliam Aſkew, Fobn Barwick, Pe- 
ter Barrow, Richard Simpſon, Fohn Barrow, Tho. Comperthwhat 
ſub Conſtables ; . Kow. Harriſon, George Dixon, Thomas Hud- 
ſon, Church Wardens; Row. Rowlandfen, Fohn Barrow, Sam, 
Dawſon, Ovetrleers of the Poor. | 

And upon the 22th day of the 8th Moneth, 1677. aforeſaid, 
the Goods then taken away and diſtrained as aforeſaid, were 
brought into the Market place at Cartmell to be fold by the com- 
mon Cryer. And when the Cryer was ſelling them, the faid 
T ho. Preſton eame and askt if they were allfold, 7f nor (faid he) 
they ſhall be ſold, if it be but for two Pence a Beaft, andif none wilt 
buy them, Ile make the Officers buy them; and 1 will rout the Qua- 
kers out of Cartmsel]. | 

Francs Fleming being then preſent, ſaid to thegPeople in the 
Market-place, Te are many living Witneſſes that haar him : Upon 
whick T. Prefton call'd the ſaid Francis Rogue and Kyave. The 
faid Frances replied, Thou accuſſes me falſly, for I am neither 
Rog we nor Knave. And as a Teſtimony to the Truth of what is 
here bcfoxe related, particularly to the abuſive words, Mena« 
ces, Threats, and ſcurritous Expreſhons of the ſaid Tho. Preſton, 
we whoare under written are Witneſſes, 21z. 


James Taylor, Francis Fleming, Tho. Barrow, Elten Braithwait, 
Ric. Button, George Barrow, Tho. Pearſon, Grace Barrow, . 
Foſ. Sharp, Tohn Barrow, Fohn Pearſon, Mable Barrow, 
Cher. Silkzis, Chriſto. Fell, Rich, Stones, Adarg, Barrow, 
Wil. Barrow, Marg. Dawſon, T. Atkinſon, Marg. Stones,%C. 


Notwithſtanding all the former Abuſe, Cruelty and Spoil 
ated by this T. Preffon and his Agents he till remained unſatis- 
fied. And to give the ſaid People yet further trouble, the 16th 
Cay of the gth Moneth, 1677. _ following, cauſes them to 
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be ſummoned again to the Court Barron at Cartmel, where one 
.Charmin Nicholls, Juſtice of Peace, and a Perſon of Moderation, 
fitting as Steward, uſed ſome Perſwaſtons to draw the Perſons 
there ſummoned to ſubmit to a Tryal there, and acknowledgin 
the Court's Juriſdiction; but the Defendents beitig adviſed o 
ſatisfied, that by Law they ougktnot there to be tryed, again 
demur'd to the Court's Juri{dition. Upon which theſaid The. 
Preſton tell into ag exceeding Rage, and faid, If you Demur to 
"the Court, I willnever leave off proſecuting you as lozzg as you have 
a Groat, and (faid further) 1 Yow and Proteſt, Ile ſpend my 
whole Eſtate, but Ple rout you ont of your Eſtates, and bring 1 
ethers that ſhall pay my Tythes : And (holding up the Ac again(t 
Conventicles in his Hand) I well proſecute this againſt you till 1 
leave you not a Groat, unleſs you wilt ſubmit tothe Court. 

After all the Perſwaſions of the Steward and Threats of the 
Proſecutor to preſerve their Chriſtian Liberty on the one hand, 
and Legal Liberty and Right on the other, they ſtood to their 
Demurer, and were diimifled the Court. | 
 Butits ©bſeryable all alons to ſee what uſe this T. Preſton makes 
of the AF againſt Converticles, and to and for what End he ap- 
plies and puts the ſame in| execution, viz. To maintain the U- 
ſerpation of inferiour Courts, to brow-beat the Law, to inforce the 
payment of his illegal Demands, a Shoeinghorn for his Intereſt, and 
a means to perjure his Agents. The A was made againſt ſed;tio:es 
Conventicles;, but the Uſe (or rather the Abuſe thereof ) ro di- 
fturb Religious Meetings and Peaceable Afﬀſemblies, to gratifie the 
Envious, to enrich the Vagabond, to diſcourage the Induftrous, 
and to ruin the King's People and peaceable Subjetts. | 

Beſides the former Diſtreſſes, there was diſtreined and taken 
away of 7ohn Pearſon before named, he living at Poolbank,, by 
one 7ohn Crosfield Conſtable, for Wither/1a% in Weffmorelaid, for 
afine of 15s. one Heifer worth 11. 10s, And from Thomas 
Pearſon of the ſame place, for a fine of 5s. twoſtone of Hemp 
worth Gs. 8d. - 
| Art the Quarter-Sefſions held at Zaneaſter the gth day of 
the 2d moneth, call'd April, 1678. Robert Atkinſon the chick 
Cenftable, with four othes petty Conſtables, paid ts one Ker: 
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xyor, Clark of the Peace, 91. for the King's Part, for all the 
Goods they took away ard fold (as'is alledged) at 271. and no 
more, being much lets vhen the yalue thereof, And at theſame 
Scſhons there was a Bill of Inditment prefer'd againſt Ges. Rigg 
and Eg. Stozes, the aforeſaid Informers, for Perjuring themſelves 
in Swearing againſt the aid People, by whoſe falle Oathes the 
aforeſaid Convittions were made, and upon which the aforeſaid 
Diftreſſes were taken, Goods ſold, Moneys levy'd, and King's 
part paid into Court) who in due time (if Juſtice fail not } may 
have the Reward of Perjured Perſons. 
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Neither the Periury of his Witneſſes on the one hand, nor the: 


Spoil which he had made on the other, did yet fatisfie theBiſhop's 
Farmer; but this T. Preſton, the 14thof the 3d moneth, call'd 
ay, 1678. near Sun-let, by John Bateman his Bailiff, ſum- 
mons {everal of thefaid people to appear next morning at a Wa- 
pentaks Court, held fer the Hundred of Loyne/edall in Lanca- 
ſhire, at one W. Turbuck's, near T. Prefton's Dwelling-houle.. 


At which place they appearing, one The. Lav-poigh a Lawycr 


late as Steward of the Court; and calling for their 4nlwer,they 
ecſired as their Right to-appear by their Attorney, one Edmund 
Gibſon, who,as formerly, offer'd a Demures to the JuriſdiRion of 
that Court, which the Steward refuſed to accept (although by 
Law he ought not todeny it) —but the Steward preiling for ano- 


ther Anſwer, they defired a Copy of the Plantiff's Declaration: 


in writing, and Time to plead till next Court, both which Re- 
queſts although by the Law the Steward could not deny (as he. 
was often told) yct ke arbitrarily againſt Law, Right and Cu- 
tom, over-ruled them, calling for the Plantiff's 'Witneſs,, which 
was G. Rigg, then ſtanding indited and having a Bill found a+ 
Sainſt him fer Perjury, who Swore 


That Thomas Atkinſon was indebted 1 1. 13 $. 4 d:* 
That Richard Britton was indebted 11. 9s. 3 d. 

That Fohn Barrow was indebted 5s. 19. q. 

That Thomas Barrow was indebted 21.18 s. 6 d- 

That Eten Braithwait was indebted 6s. 7 d-- _. s 
And that E!iz. and Williavs Barrow-were indebted 1 ys 
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And that theſe particular ſums were due te the ſaid T. Preſton for 
Buſhel-Tythes,as they call them,which is pretended to be due by 
vertue of aa Agreement or Compoſition heretofore made with 
T. Preſ#on the elder; by ſeveral of the {aid Pariſh,to pay during 
his Life; and although it] could not be proved that any of the 
laid perſons had ſubſcribed that Agreement, or agreed topay 
fueh Buſhel-Tythes, or ever conſented to that Agreement, yet 
againſt all Juſtice, Law and Equity the ſaid Court, upen the bare 


Oath of G, Rigg, without giving any Copy of the Plantiff's De- 


claration, or Time to plead, immediately paſſed Verdi& and 
Judgment againſt them for the ſaid reſpeQire fums. 

And the next day, being the 16th of the 2d moneth called 
May, 78. early inthe morning is ſent this Gee.R:7zg,the Swearer, 
with his Balliffs, viz. Geo. Srith, Fo. Bateman, Fohn Felt and 
Will. Nob/ett, who by colour of the aforeſaid illegal procedure 
Ciſtrein and take frem the ſaid people the Goods follsewing, viz. 

From the faid Thomas Atkinſon for the 11. 13s: 4d. Bras, 
Pewter, and a Pan of the beſt fort, one Ox Stirk and a Heifer of 
the full value of 41. | 

From Rich. Britton for the-1T1. gs. 3d. one Gelding werth 
31. 6s. $d. | 

From Fohn Barrow, a poor man, thatlabours hard to main- 
tain his Wifc and Children, for the 5s. 1d. q. one Heifer 
worth 11. 10s. 

From Tho. Barrow for the 11. 18s. 6d. two Cows worth 
51. 10s. TenShillings of whoſe Meney the ſaid Rigg the Tythe- 
wathever acknowledged he had then in his Hands: & driving away 
the two Cows (when one was more worth then all the Demand) 
a Neighbour deſired the Bailiff to return one of them back, and 
if one was not enough; he would pay the Over-plus; which 
thing the Bailiff refuſed, | though they ſoldone for more then the 
Debt.-'- Berge: | 
From Ellen Braithwait, a poor Widdow, for the G's. 7d. 
{which was much mere then they could by Law demand) had 
taken from her a little Cow and Calf,that ſhe had bought about 
a Week before, which was all ſhe had, and for which ſhe paid 
11. 15s. [So here's the Devourers of Widows Houſes] 
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From Elzabeth Barrow, war forthe 1$s. they took one 
Cow, which was her little Daughtes's, worth 3 1. tos. | 

So that for the GI. 10s. 8d. which the Tythe-Farmer's for- 
ſworn Swearers gave Evidence for in Court they diſtrein 19 |. 
1is 8d. which {aid Goods the Bailiffs took and carryed away, 
without ſhewing ahy Warrant for Diſtreſs, or Writ to levy the 
ſame, and forthwith drave and carry'd them to Cartmelfl Town, 
and {old them at under rates, out of Market, not of a Market- 
day, to ſuck who were willing to partake of the unjuſt Spoil and 
Loſs of their Neighbours Goods; the Bailiffs then having no 
Writ of Yenditions expenas to impower them to ſell the Tame, as 
is uſual, and as it is faid they ought to bave. 
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A Poſcſeript to all People. 


OSES, that Man of God, and who ſpoke from the 

Lord, he faid, .4 Prophet ſhall the Lord yeur Godraijſe 
#up, him ſhall the People bear in allthings;, and it ſhall come to paſs, 
that they that will not hear that Prophet, ſhall be cut of, &'s. And 
in the fulneſs of time that true Pzxophet Chriſt Jeſus came, and 
when he was come heſaid, Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy loaden, and ye ſhall find Reſt for your Souls. A bleſſed Itf- 
vitation to all that can receive it; this Eternal Reſt which the 


| JewsReſting Day was a Figure of, remains a Reſt for the People 


of God forever; yet the Wiſe and the Learned, and the Scribes 
and the Phariſees among the Fews, they could not believe Chriſt 
Jeſus when he was come, hut reviled him, and ſet him at nought, 
and reſtleſs they were till they had crucified and put him to death) 


the Scriptures of Truth declare the ſame : And Saxl, that great 


Perſecutor, for all the wiſdom & learning he had in the firft natwre 
thought he did God good Service when he got-Letters from the 
Chiet Prieſts and Rulers to perlccute the Churches of the Saints 
& Servants of God where-ever he found them,fuch as feared God 
and worſhipped him in Spirit and Truth, till it pleaſed the Lord 
to{mite him with his Righteous Judgments, and bring down Ws 
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CORO RE 7 Es Ro 
Piide and Preſumiprion; es TWERE blind, and caft dewn, 
then the Lord appeared to him, and Tet him fee the Evil he had 
Gone icainſt the Lord and his barmlefs People; and ſo from a 
per} citia? Saul he became a converted Paul, and a Miniſter, oe 
pf the Letter, but of the Syrit ;, then all his Human Learning and 
Natural Wifuoma was by himdeny'd and ſet at nought, as may 
be read at large inhis firft Epiſtle to the Corinthians, in the þe- 
inning thercot ; 'for its neither Natural Wiſdom nor Natural 
Learnivs that can or ever did bring terhe True Knowledge of 
God, it-muſt come in the $elf-denyal, and in the revealed Will 
of God; For none krows the Father but the Son, and he to whons 
the Son reveals him; and as the wife and prudent ef the World, 
and the chiet Prieſts and Rulers would not come to Chriſt fox 
Life and Salvation, but thought to have it in the outward Letter 
of the Scriptures, as Chriſt then told them; fo the ſame dark 
ipirit in people denyes the Teachings of Chriſt in ſpirit in this 
Age; they will not come to the Light of Chrit in themlclyes, 


t0 be taught by that, but ſet up Hireling Teachers without them, 


which tell them, - T hey muſt continue #1 Sin for term of Life, and 
* ſoarcalwayes confelling, that rhey are miſerable Sinners, erring 

and going aſtray, doing that they ſhould not do, and leaving that 
undone which they ſhould do ;, but all fuch ſhall know, that it is not 
they that confeſs, but they that forſake that ſhall find Mercy with 
the Lord : ſothatif ever people will come to the Knowledge of 
God &Chrift they muſt firſteome to the Witneſs of Ged in them- 
{e]ves,the Light of Chriſt in their own Conſciences; for as the A- 
poſtle faith, when he came to be a Miniſter of the Spir.c, That 
which may be kyown of God is manifeſted in man.for God he ſhewed 
:ttohim; this ſame Apoſtle, who had been the great Perſecmtor, 
when he came to preach the Croſs of Chriſt, which is the Power 
of God, it was to the Zewsa Stumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
Fooliſhneſs, and for that Perſecution was his Portion from the 
great Learned Men, Prieſts and Rulers, and the bafer ſort of 
men joyned with z the Scriptures record the Truth thereof, 
which I do refer all ſober men to try, if they do not find it to be 
ſo; for then the change came from a Perſecutor to be Perſecuted, 
Hated, Whipped and Imprifoned, and at laRt Death by the Ro- 
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wars: And beſides all this, the Ferrers and Judgments of the 
Lord, as a juſt Reward for his Wickedneſs done againft Chrift _ 
and his Faithful Servants, ſeized upon him, that he was forced _ 
ig the anguiſh of hisſpirit tocry out, Oh Wretched Man that I 
am | whe (hall deliver me from theBody of this Death,c?yet it plea- 


., ſed the Lord whe is full of Mercy to all who truly repent and for- 


fake the Evil of their doings, to bring him through Judgments, 


; and to remithis Sins, that he could.in the integrity of his heart 


iay, Hehad obtained ViFory through Chriſt Teſua that loved him, 


4 7 Cor. I5. and inother of his Epiſtles to the ſeveral Churches, 
- as may be read at large. 


And fo let none think ſtranse that a Change be wrought and 
witneſſed in this Life; for it was the Apoeſtle's Exhortation, 
To workout your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling ;, for it is 
God that worketh in you hoth to will & to do of his own good Will and 
Pleaſure : For,are not all Mankind by nature Children of Wrath, 


- we as well as others? it is by Grace that we are redeemed & faved, 
_ Not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of Ged ;- and this univerſal and - 


tree Grace hath appeared to all people upon the face of the whole 
' Earth 3 but all are not taught by this Grace, and the Reaſon is 
in themſelves, becauſe they deny it, and ſo turn r1his Grace of 
God into Wantenneſs, following the Luft of their own Hearts 


; and here lies the whole World, Prieſt and People, Proteflors 


and Prophane, ſinning out their dayes for term of life, their beſt 
Actions being Sin; For the plowing of the wicked is ſin, and the 
gh of the wicked are abomination to the Lord; but it is not ſs 
'Fvith the Godly, for this Grace which hath appeared ts all mex 
.Feached them (the Saints) to deny Vngodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, 
rd to live ſoberly in this preſent evil World : This Grace was and 
35, and forever will be the Saints Teacher; and 4s many as areled 
#nd guided by this free Grace (the Spirit of God) they are the 


(#3 \Bp2rof God, and if Sous then Heirs, and the Heix abides in his 
- Fathers Houſe forever. | 


Publiſhed to the World by 
THOMAS ATKIN SON. 
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